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About Storyhouse

Storyhouse is one of the UK’s foremost 
cultural charities, its home in Chester  
incorporates a library, theatres and  
a cinema. It is one of the country’s 
most successful arts buildings, with 
more than one million customer visits 
each year.  

The pioneering new library within 
Storyhouse, where members of the 
community work alongside city 
librarians, boasts the longest opening 
hours of any UK public library and is 
open every day until 11pm. It runs over 
2,000 sessions a year for marginalised 
communities.

It is also an acclaimed theatre producer 
and runs the country’s most successful 
regional open-air theatre, in the city’s 
Grosvenor Park and Moonlight Flicks 
open air cinema and Drive-In. 

Storyhouse currently holds the official 
title as the UK’s Most Welcoming 
Theatre and was the overall national 
winner in the 2018 Guardian Public 
Service Awards. 

A LIttle Night Music, 2018 The Crucible, 2018

Miss Julie, 2020



Purpose of the role 

Help us to make a change – we are going 
to diversify the way we programme so will 
be bringing a team of talented individuals 
together to work with us to create a diverse and 
surprising programme of live arts events in one 
of the UK’s most successful cultural venues. 

You will help us to fill all spaces with joyful 
programmes: the 150-seat Garret studio, our 
485-seat thrust stage, the 840-seat proscenium 
stage, our award-winning public spaces.

Reporting to Alex, our Artistic Director, you 
will be on a 12-month fixed term contract, 
paid £12,000 to deliver unique events into our 
programme. We’re interested in programmes, 
not clock punching. You can do these jobs 
from anywhere, no need to relocate.

What’s more, we are going online first, and 
we’re going global. Every artist appearing live 
on our stage will be offered the chance as a 
matter of routine to live stream / pay per view 
/ reach international markets. 

BFI Film Academy, 2019

Kabantu at Chester Music Festival, 2017

Storyhouse Women, 2019



Alice in Wonderland Grosvenor Park Open Air Theatre, 2017



Michael Clark Dance Company, 2018

Chester Disability Pride Parade, 2019These are the 
people we need:

Dance & Theatre
 
Contemporary dance, contemporary theatre, 
gig theatre, physical theatre, circus and 
cabaret. You’ll help us bring international, 
brave programmes. We will commission and 
support new work where we see potential in 
its ongoing life or present the best of what’s 
about. Middle child, Second Body, Birds of 
Paradise... Diverse new work, also dance and 
mid-scale touring theatre companies with 
established audiences. 

Hollie McNish at Chester Literature Festival 2017 



Lemn Sissay at Chester Literature Festival, 2018 These are the 
people we need:

Spoken Word
 
Podcasts, poetry, debate, radio, to challenge 
and entertain. With an international, brave and 
diverse programme, you will make Storyhouse 
a venue known for vibrant, political, noisy 
debate. A home for democratic free speech. 
With a global audience to boot.

Audience members might walk in as individuals 
but will leave feeling joyfully connected to 
something bigger; challenged as citizens, 
aware of their special place in a complex 
world. Always entertained, often challenged.

We might hear contemporary poets like 
Raymond Antrobus, join recordings of 
podcasts with the Guilty Feminists, witness 
debates between politicians, enjoy sets from 
rising comedians, cheer for live radio. 

Storyhouse Youth Theatre Session, 2020

Storyhouse Women weekend, 2019



These are the 
people we need:

Contemporary & Popular Music 
 
Contemporary folk, jazz, funk, pop and 
crossover music. With an international, 
brave and diverse programme, you will make 
Storyhouse an independent venue known for 
supporting the best new artists, as well as 
a home for established acts. Inclusive, fully 
accessible, joyous. Worth braving the M56 for 
- or getting online to witness.

Kororoko, The Breath, Ezra Collective, Sam 
Lee... We are looking to establish a diverse, 
joyful, eclectic music programme. We are a 
vibrant, busy venue and we want to get noisier.

A Christmas Carol, 2020

Rose McGowan Storyhouse Women, 2019

Miss Julie, 2020



Blue Stockings, 2020

The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr Hyde, 2020

Little Shop of Horrors, 2019 These are the 
people we need:

Chester Literature Festival 
 
We run the city’s literature festival and an 
internationally acclaimed library; it’s a  
heady mix.

You will programme a three-week festival of 
live and live-streamed debate, discussion, 
literature, poetry and spoken word. All of it 
both live and streamed.  Our city’s festival is 
about to become the world’s.

Diverse thinkers and writers in debate 
and discussion on issues that matter. An 
inclusive and fully accessible programme 
of participation, performance, debate and 
challenge. Open access for communities in 
Chester and across the globe to democratic 
ideas and thought. A festival curated of, by  
and for our communities, connecting and 
promoting Chester internationally; broadening 
and diversifying horizons. 



Responsibilities &  
accountabilities

Programming & Managing 
 
Proactively approach targeted artists, curate 
specific events, develop new relationships 
for original commissions: create diverse, 
eclectic, surprising and popular programmes 
for our venue. These will often be unique to 
Storyhouse.

Develop programme proposals subject to 
approval by the Artistic Director/ Chief 
Executive. All programmes will be developed  
in open collaboration with both these people 
and other Senior Managers. 

Work with Storyhouse teams and our 
Programme Manager to deliver deal memos 
for contract, on-sale, promotion and 
operational delivery of programmes. 

All programmers are tasked to meet 
Storyhouse objectives around diversity, 
inclusion, accessibility, as well as financial 
targets and creative goals. 

BFI Film Academy, 2019



Online first 

Assist us in curating and launching a 
programme of unique live-streamed events 
to reach and engage, both audiences who 
cannot make it into our venue but also 
for those wanting to tune in from global 
audiences.

Make full use of our broadcast-quality 
technology to make all possible programmes 
available on demand or live streamed via our 
new digital platform, as a matter or routine for 
all events.

Curate unique content for our soon-to-be-
launched OTT platform. We are particularly 
interested in hybrid work which crosses the 
boundaries between in-person and digital 
experiences. 

Engagement 

Engage directly with diverse local communities 
and various Storyhouse fora, including our 
Youth Forum. All Storyhouse programmes are 
curated to some extent with input from our 
communities. 

Help us work in partnership with local charities 
and organisations who support vulnerable and 
at-risk people in our communities. Engage with 
these communities and their representatives. 

Engage with our Young Programmers 
to support their development, and the 
development of programmes at Storyhouse. 

The Kitchen Storyhouse, 2017 Half Term at Storyhouse, 2019

Stig of the Dump Grosvenor Park Open Air Theatre, 2016



Person Specification

In creating these roles, we seek to diversify our 
programming team. We welcome applications 
from people of colour, Black programmers, 
LGB, Trans, non-binary candidates and those 
living with disabilities, as we work to make 
Storyhouse the most welcoming space we can.

How to apply 
 
Got to storyhouse.com/work-with-us 

Experience Skills, knowledge, achievements

Experience of working to financial targets and  
with financial controls.

Excellent knowledge of the industry, and an  
excellent network of contacts.

An existing and developed portfolio of  
programmed / produced work. 

Excellent communication, and interpersonal skills. 

A history of building and maintaining strong 
professional relationships.

High level of organisation and administration skills

Experience of working within collaborative and 
creative teams.

Ability to work collaboratively under pressure.

Demonstrable commitment to inclusion, diversity  
and wholehearted accessibility in your work.

Ability to welcome, engage and include a diverse 
range of people.
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