Wardrobe Assistant
Candidate Brief
storyhouse.com

About Storyhouse

Miss Julie, 2020

Storyhouse is one of the UK's foremost
cultural centres incorporating a library,
theatres and a cinema. It is one of the
country's most successful arts buildings,
with more than one million customer
visits each year.

The pioneering library within
Storyhouse, where members of the
community work alongside librarians,
boasts the longest opening hours of any
UK public library and is open everyday
until 11pm. It runs over 2000 sessions a
year for marginalised communities.

The company also runs a highly
successful theatre company and the
country's most successful regional open
air theatre in the city's Grosvenor Park
and Moonlight Flicks open air cinema
and Drive-In.

Storyhouse currently holds the official
title as the UK's Most Welcoming Theatre
and was the overall national winner in
the Guardian Public Service Awards.

A LIttle Night Music, 2018

The Crucible, 2018

BFI Film cademy, 2019

Storyhouse Women, 2019

Purpose of the role

We are looking for an experienced
Wardrobe Assistant to join the Wardrobe
Department, working on our Storyhouse
Originals Productions.

Kabantu at Chester Music Festival, 2017

You will be a skilled, enthusiastic person,
able to join our exciting, fast-paced
workroom / backstage environment on
our large scale in house produced work.

This is for a full-time, fixed term contract
for 20 weeks from October 2022 to
February 2023.

Alice in Wonderland Grosvenor Park Open Air Theatre, 2017

Responsibilities &
accountabilities

Chester Disability Pride Parade, 2019

Ensure that working practices and
methods determined by the Costumer
Supervisor are implemented and
followed.
Help maintain the relevant costume
requirements and performer needs are
met in an efficient, effective, flexible
and friendly manner.
Familiarise yourself with story lines and
character, performer pre-sets and
dressing tracks.
Ensure that all running wardrobe work is
achieved within the time constraints set
and to a high standard, paying close
attention to detail.
Help maintain the cleaning and
laundering of all costumes for the
production in the manner and frequency
required to maintain the appearance of
the costumes.
Help ensure all wardrobe working spaces
are kept in a clean and tidy manner
Be responsive to both artistic and
performers needs

Lemn Sissay at Chester Literature Festival, 2018

Support & assist the Costume Supervisor
with any costume and wig maintenance
required.
Work closely with the Costumer
Supervisor to ensure all costumer are cut
and made to a high standard
Work with a support any freelance
makers and assistants with the making
and finishing of costumes.
Fit & alter existing costumes to the same
high standard
Undetake any other duties requested by
the Costume Supervisor or Production
Manager.

General
Be fully conversant with the company’s
health & safety policies and procedures
and keep up to date with changes on a
regular basis.
Comply with all company governance
and policies to avoid risk and minimise
company liability.
Maintain excellent working relationships
with all other departments across the
theatre.
Actively support Stoyhouse's ambition
to maximise learning and training
opportunities for our communities.

The Kitchen Storyhouse, 2017

Half Term at Storyhouse, 2019

Stig of the Dump Grosvenor Park Open Air Theatre, 2016

Person Specification

We are committed to creating a team
which is representative of our society,
and to bringing together those with a
variety of skills and experiences to help
shape what we do and how we work.

Job Details
To apply go to:
storyhouse.com/get-involved/work-with
-us
Reports to: Costume Supervisor
Salary: £11 per hour
Contract: Full-time 40 hours per week,
fixed term 20 weeks 3 October 2022 - 19
February 2023.
Evening & weekend work required and
overtime to be worked as required.
Location: Based in Storyhouse, Chester
Closing Date: 12 August 2022
Interviews: week commencing 15 August
2022.

Experience

Skills, knowledge, achievements

Experience of specialist cleaning of theatrical
costumes, repair and maintenance of
costumes, footwear and accessories.

Excellent communication skills

Excellent working experience and knowledge
of costume repair and skill set for both hand
and machine sewing.

Must be a strong team player and support
others in the team, sharing workroom skills and
resolve problems together.

Experience and knowledge of garment making
using both industrial and domestic machines.

Friendly and approachable manner.

Ability to follow instruction from HOD and
Costume Designer during the technical and
opening periods of productions

Strong organisation, time management and
administration skills.

Ability to follow instructions and solve
problems independantly.

Willingness to learn new skills and pass on skills
to colleagues.

Demonstrable previous experience as a
Wardrobe Assistant.

Knowledge / skills set within areas such as
theatrical costumer construction, props /
costume cross over pieces, leatherwork,
breaking down, pattern cutting (Desirable)

Driving licence (Desirable)

Knowledge / skills set within beading, millinery
and dying (Desirable)
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